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1, In the course of a conversation Lt. Col. Aoberto Sasanova, Comandant of the 


Lake Maracaibo area, stated thet his recent trip to Caricis had left hir. with 
a definite impression of stability in the Yeneauelan Military Junta. He said 
thers was no tal’: of any imme inte-chinpea, and he did not exnect any fer at 
‘east Pour to six months. Lt. Col. carlos Yel de Shalbaul, Prosijent of the 
Junta, and Lt. Col. “areos Perez Jimenez, Minister of National Defense, are 
running things, and it seems to mse no differcnce which one sits in the 
Aariverts seat. 


2. Goncerning the recent disciplining of Major Tomas Uenloze who was arrested 
and held for questioning in connection ‘rith a ovbversive plot aminst the 
royernnent, the colonel confirmed Venloza's complicity in the plot with 
Prasident Imriques Porez Dunut of the Sane Jenezolano de Srelite and President 
Angel Alare Iborra of the Club Veneguela. ‘ie added, however, that these men 
wold stoop to anything to create a political situation wheres’ they could 
rato a little money, but that “endoza was really a sown’? soldier with no 
divisionist or revolutionary iteas of his om. I+ is understood that he is 
being reassigned to an i0outlying territory. 


4, Casanova reveale* thet the military is teening itself i::formed about secret 
Jabor union procedur-s by moans of plain=clothes men whe infiltrate important 
erm icate meetings.* He stated that the military had practically nominated 
the new directors of the former ieccion Demceritica syndicates, a statement 
which confirms earlier ronorts,. 


4, The colonel state that Betancourt's recent statements at Lake Success were 
fist another attempt on his part to diseredit the present military sovernnent 
in YVenesuela. He said that federal nrigone have been t'rown onen ta newspaper 
renorters for inspection, and that he co-sidere? the estimte of the total 
muber of polities] orisoners in the cointry, which the press set at 190, to 
he rensonable. This firure, he said, had been reache? after reporters of a 
nevscaper unsympathetic. to the present government hai ma’e a survey of all 
prisons and should therefore be accurate or, if anytiing, an overstatement. 

“q@ does not believe thit any rovernme nt official Imavs the exact number of 
nolitical nrisoners, but he state’ that he ‘mew of tweive Im the Lake ‘lar-calbe 
aren, five of whon are considered danperous arn) will be held intefinitely, 
whereas the other seven are at eresent up for trial. He added thit volitical 
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